Press Release
Asahi Photoproducts Signs Dis-Trade as Flexo Plate Distributor
in Russia
Dis-Trade chooses Asahi flexographic plates due to proven reliability,
durability, reduced makeready time and improved OEE
Tokyo, Japan & Brussels, Belgium, April 8, 2019 – Asahi Photoproducts, a pioneer in flexographic
photopolymer plate development, today reported that Moscow-based Dis-Trade has signed up
as an official distributor of Asahi flexographic plates in Russia. The company, which has five
employees, has extensive experience in flexographic printing. The agreement gives Dis-Trade
the right to distribute the full range of Asahi plates across the entire country.
“In making our decision about which flexo plates to distribute, we conducted a complete
market analysis,” said Anatoly Arshinnikov, the company’s Business Development Manager.
“The quality of these plates speaks for itself. For example, Asahi plates have proven to be stable
using cationic inks. We were also impressed with the results reported by the American firm,
Gateway Packaging, with an increase in overall equipment effectiveness (OEE) of 53%. Plus,
many of our customers already have experience with Asahi plates and are very satisfied with
their performance.”
Anatoly Arshinnikov notes that an important factor was the outstanding label printing results
that are achieved with Asahi plates. “Asahi’s Clean Transfer Technology also has many
advantages as compared to other brands, including more consistency throughout the run,
faster makeready times and less press stops for plate cleaning. Because of the kiss-touch
printing pressure, plates also last longer. All of this helps our customers be more productive
and profitable. In fact, they are achieving an almost immediate ROI after switching to Asahi
plates.”
Clean Transfer Technology plates from Asahi Photoproducts have been specifically engineered
to transfer all remaining ink to the printed substrate. This is due to the plate’s lower surface
energy. Clean Transfer Technology plates do not need to be cleaned as often as conventional
digital solvent plates. Reduction of plate cleaning stops creates a significant productivity
improvement as well.
Anatoly Arshinnikov states that in the Russian market, Asahi’s AFP-TOP plates are the most
popular. “That being said,” he adds, “we are looking forward to the availability of the new AFP-

BFT H plates. We think this will be an exciting and popular addition to our product portfolio and
will be extremely competitive against other plates available in the market.”
For more information about flexographic solutions from Asahi Photoproducts, visit www.asahiphotoproducts.com. For information about Dis-Trade, visit www.dis-trade.com.
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From left to right: Roman Grill (Print Specialist, Asahi Photoproducts Europe), Anatoly Arshinnikov,
Business Development Manager, Dis-Trade), Aki Kato (Managing Director, Asahi Photoproducts
Europe), Philip Mattelaer (Sales Manager, Asahi Photoproducts Europe)

About Dis-Trade
DisTrade Company was established to promote Asahi Photoproducts flexographic plates across the
entire Russian Federation. At this moment, DisTrade Company is the primary official distributor of these
plates in Russia. The aim of the company is to provide the best quality of services in order to help grow
the flexographic industry in Russia.
About Asahi Photoproducts
Asahi Photoproducts is a subsidiary of the Asahi Kasei Corporation. Asahi Photoproducts is a leading
pioneer in the development of photopolymer flexo printing plates. By creating high quality flexographic
solutions and through continued innovation, the company aims at driving print forward in balance with
the environment.
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